
Year in Review:

2022

Badger Challenge advances state of the art cancer
research and treatment to serve patients and
families in Wisconsin by funding the brightest cancer
minds, ideas, and technologies at the University of
Wisconsin. 



We've always said, community is the cure. And thanks to you and your support we are one step closer. 

We have much to celebrate this year. 2022 was a record-breaking year with 2,751 participants who came
together in the fight against cancer, with an astounding $802,761 raised, which brings our cumulative
dollars raised to $2.6 million. Thanks to our sponsors, 100% of participant raised funds have gone directly
to research, helping scientists drive science forward to prevent, treat, and cure cancer.  

We are excited about the growth of this event and the support of our mission. Your drive and dedication
to help us turn more patients into survivors is remarkable. We look forward to seeing where 2023 takes
us.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Paul Harari & Dr. Deric Wheeler 

a message from

Drs. Paul Harari & Deric Wheeler

Co - Founders of Badger Challenge

WOW! BADGER CHALLENGE 2022 WAS AN INCREDIBLY INSPIRING DAY OF JOY, HEART, AND DETERMINATION. 

2022 year in review



2022 total amount raised:2022 total amount raised:2022 total amount raised:

$802,761
$2.6 MILLION RAISED SINCE 2016



2022 badger challenge community

28 states

represented

riders        1,562
walkers             654

runners              535

400+

SURVIVORS 

and current patients

350

volunteers

62 participants

raised $1,000 or more

155 teams

3 COUNTRIES

represented

2,751 total participants

3,227 UNIQUE DONORS
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TOP FUNDRAISERS

INDIVIDUAL FUNDRAISERS team FUNDRAISERS 

Name Route

Melissa Carr 5K Walk

Tim Peerenboom Half Marathon

Katie Kirner 5K Walk

Paul Nelson 50K Bike

Joanie Conley 25K Bike

Andrew Drane 100K Bike

John Neis Global Biker

Kamakshi Sachidanandam 25K Bike

Traci Parker 100 Mile Bike

Hayley Bazarek 5K Run

Name Amount Raised

Team Wildflowers $15,285

Grandma's Gang $10,325

Team Batterman $9,686

All Aboard the Grady Train $8,540

Aldevron $8,387

Blackhawk Country Club $8,110

DHO Physics Team $6,216

Joanie's Cycopaths $6,178

Judi's Humingbirds $4,401

APC Team $4,250

TOP CORPORATE TEAMS 

Name Team Members

Arrowhead
Pharmaceuticals 

71

Dental Health Associates
Madison

62

American Packaging
Corporation 

37

ETC 37

Batterman 35

Aldevron 29

American Family Insurance 28

Catalent 22

Invenra 16

Ayres Associates 12



We come together as a community and
rally around one goal - to power research
and cure cancer. We walk, run, and ride to
celebrate, honor, and remember those
impacted by cancer. Together, we are
turning more patients into survivors.  

"Capital Brewery and General Beer are honored to be the official beer
sponsors of Badger Challenge since it’s inception in 2016. Everyone has
been affected by cancer in some way, and we don’t just support Badger
Challenge financially but participate as well. Members of the Capital Bike
Club, Board of Directors and Staff join in on the fun and raise donations

for this worthy cause."  - Marc Sharer, Capital Brewery

"Badger Challenge is a deeply meaningful
event. I appreciate the yearly opportunity to

walk, run, or ride with others who understand
cancer's impact and who are dedicated to

raising money for research at the University of
Wisconsin. Together, we can do great things

and be a part of significant progress in cancer
research and treatments!" - Melissa Tuttle

Carr, patient and participant 

"During cancer treatment, I felt scared, helpless, and
alone. The Badger Challenge made me face my fears.
Allowed me to be helpful, not helpless. It showed me
that I'm not alone and that together we are strong!" 

- Paul Nelson, patient and participant 

"The work in research and treatment of cancer is essential
and how the University of Wisconsin and the UW Carbone

Cancer Center uses that research and the care they
provide in the treatment of patients with cancer is vital. I

will be forever grateful for the care I received". - Jeff
Voelkel, survivor and participant 

"As a sponsor and participant of the Badger Challenge I was blown
away by the event itself and the power of the overall experience. As I
was riding up a steep hill, I heard someone say 'I hope it doesn’t start

raining'. I immediately commented that the biggest storm ever couldn’t
darken this day!" - Derek Schnarr, Balance & Believe Foundation

"What the Badger Challenge Community has done for us, is
given us hope. Hope that research continues to help with

early detection. Hope that research finds new treatments.
And hope that every day, we make progress in curing

cancer." - Katie Sappey, Floricity  





WHERE THE MONEY GOES - types of cancer 

Brain Cancer

breast Cancer

Bladder Cancer

Cervical Cancer

colorectal Cancer

Head & Neck Cancer

kidney Cancer

Leukemia

lymphoma

melanoma

liver cancer

lung cancer

ovarian cancer

pancreatic cancer

pediatric cancer

prostate cancer

thyroid cancer

*This list continues to expand every year as we fund more scholars 

skin cancer



WHERE THE MONEY GOES - disciplines of cancer

2022 year in review

cancer biology

immuno-oncology

radiation therapy

cancer genomics

nanomedicine

targeted therapies

cancer imaging

population health

therapeutic 

resistance 

drug design

precision medicine

viral oncology

Badger Challenge has given significant
contributions to the next evolution of cancer
treatment: proton therapy, the most accurate and
innovative form of radiation therapy available.  The
Proton Therapy Center will be housed at the new
UW Eastpark Medical Center opening in 2024.  We
are excited that the Badger Challenge is at the
center of innovative technologies.

proton therapy



2022 Badger challenge scholars

2022 year in review

Dr. amy fowler

Department of Radiology 
Breast Cancer

Dr. Fowler's research examines how non-invasive imaging of tumor glucose metabolism can identify

breast cancers that would benefit from commonly used endocrine therapies with faster results compared

to standard clinical imaging tests. 

Dr. jing xhang 

Department of Oncology 

Myeloma

Dr. Xhang's lab developed an animal model highly representative of human high-risk multiple myeloma

(hrMM) subset with de novo resistance to the current myeloma frontline treatment.  Her research will

identify and validate potential therapeutic targets, focusing on epigenetic regulators, for treating hrMM.

Dr. Jordan slagowski 

Department of Human Oncology 
Solid Tumors

Preclinical irradiators are an essential tool for scientists investigating cancer biology and novel treatment

approaches but technologically lag the methods used in modern clinical practice.  Dr. Slagowski's research

is developing a new system to deliver highly conformal radiation treatments in a preclinical setting to

improve the translation of research results to outcomes in human cancer patients. 

Dr. Irene Ong

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology  
Melanoma
Tumors arise due to genetic alterations, which can lead to the presentation of mutated
peptides by human leucocyte antigen (HLA) molecules to elicit T-cells to destroy
tumors. Dr. Ong  will identify each patient’s personalized tumor mutations to design and
rank peptides that can bind to and be presented by HLA molecules to T-cells to enable
personalized treatments.

Dr. Quanyin Hu

Department of Phamaceutical Sciences 
Pancreatic Cancer

The prognosis of patients with pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma (PDAC) remains extremely poor,

with less than 6% of patients surviving beyond 5 years. Dr. Hu's research aims to develop a novel

treatment strategy to increase the therapeutic efficacy and improve the prognosis of PDAC patients

through systematically modulating the immunosuppressive tumor microenvironment and

intratumoral microbiota to increase the immune response to immune checkpoint inhibitors. 

Dr. olufunmilola Abraham

Department of Social & Administrative Sciences  
Cancer Prevention

Dr. Abraham's team has created a game, OutSMA℞T Cancer,  to improve adolescents’ and their families’

cancer knowledge, increase awareness of cancer prevention, and reduce risky behaviors. Through health

literacy principles, content and game design their research will ensure OutSMA℞T Cancer is a culturally

appropriate cancer prevention intervention. 

Dr. Aaron Hoskins 

Department of Biochemistry 
Leukemia/Lymphoma 

Life-threatening fungal infections are common among  immunocompromised

cancer patients during chemotherapy or following bone marrow transplantation.

Dr. Hoskin's research will focus on new treatments for these infections based on

inhibiting essential steps in fungal gene expression.

Dr. Grace Blitzer

Department of Human Oncology 
Endometrial Cancer

Dr. Blitzer and team are conducting a pilot clinical trial investigating a blood test to

identify cancer in the blood of women with uterine cancer. This test looks at the cancer

DNA in blood and could be used to personalize treatments for uterine cancer patients in

the future. 
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THANKS TO OUR 2022 SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSORS

VALUED SPONSORS



powering research. Curing Cancer.

SAVE THE DATE: SEPTEMBER 24, 2023 badgerchallenge.org


